
Academic Discipline Process – Flowchart 

 

 

 

Level of penalty exceeds AIO jurisdiction 

Yes and is not a common allegation 

No 

No – proceed to SDC 

No or  
Yes & is common 
allegation 

Allegation is not proven 

P  files an allegation against S with AIO in appropriate Faculty within 
10 working days of becoming aware of an allegation 

Is S guilty of 
prior offence? 

AIO informs S of allegation and 
forwards materials. 

Pending grade is assigned by 
Registrar 

 
 

*1  AIO forwards 

allegation to SDC 

AIO assesses 
allegation 

Does S accept  
assessment and 
recommended 

penalty? 

VCAA (on behalf of 
SDC) notifies S of 

allegation 

*2   SDC holds hearing 

Outcome is reported to 
VCAA 

Allegation proven 

AIO determines if material 
supports prima facie case 

 
Yes 

AIO notifies P of 
decision 

Meeting does not 
occur within 5 days 

or reasonable 
timeframe 

AIO notifies P and S 
Case is closed 

AIO 
considers 
penalty 

Yes 

Agreed recommendation is 
reported to VCAA 

P = Professor 
S = Student 
AIO = Academic Integrity 
   Officer 
SDC = Senate Discipline 
   Committee 
VCAA = Vice Chair of Senate 
   (Academic Admin) 
DSU = Dalhousie Student 
   Union 

Decision is reported to S, P & AIO and entered 
into discipline database 
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AIO meets with P, S and S’s 
advisor 

 

No prior offence S has prior offence 
and this is a  

common allegation 
 

S does not accept 
finding  SDC *1   

 
OR 

S accepts assessment/ 
finding  
 

Ratification of finding 
by VCAA and DSU 

Senator  
 

Finding goes to SDC 
for penalty. See *2 

 
Outcome is reported 

to VCAA 
 

AIO recommends penalty 

Ratification by VCAA 
and DSU Senator 

 
A common allegation is when 2 or more students face allegations arising from the same fact situation 


